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Bunk Review 


Fundamental Theology.—The first edi- 
tion of Father Cotter’s ‘““Theologia Funda- 
mentalis” appeared in 1940; a second edi- 
tion has now appeared. The work is 
made up of two tracts the first on Apolo- 
getics for Christianity and the Catholic 
Church, the second on the two sources of 
Revelation, Tradition and the Scriptures. 
An Introduction to Theology precedes the 
work proper, and gives an outline of the 
meaning and divisions of Theology and of 
its relations to science and faith. 

This work is intended for class use, as it 
is the fruit of Father Cotter’s many years of 
teaching. Hence, the author keeps to 
common theological teaching and adheres 
to brevity of exposition and simplicity of 
Latin style. Aspecial feature is the section 


on practical apologetics, where the author 
treats of methods of bringing individual 
non-Catholics into the Church, especially 


in the United States. Here he speaks of 
direct means (such as the question box) 
and indirect means (such as good example 
types of argument, elucidations, motives of 
credibility and credendity, and spiritual 
preparation). 

The book abounds with references to re- 
cent publications and articles, especially to 
those in the English language that are suit- 
able and most accessible. 

Father Cotter has found from long ex- 
perience that the strict Scholastic method is 
best suited for the theological student. It 
gives the formation most desired by the 
Church, namely, clearness of knowledge, 
strength and solidity of doctrine, and re- 
liability of procedure. And since this 


1 Theologia Fundamentalis. Auctore A. C. 
Cotter, S.J. (2nd ed., Weston College Press, 
Weston, Mass.). 


method appeals to the intellect alone, it has 
the further advantage in that emotion or 
sentiment, which sometimes colors the 
thoughts of disputants, is put aside. But 
as the Scholastic form is not necessarily de- 
ductive or syllogistic, the author here also 
uses the a posteriori reasoning drawn from 
concrete facts, especially since Apologetics 
is largely of such a character as to require 
the methods of textual, literary and histori- 
cal criticism. 

The new edition of this work has kept to 
the method of the former edition, and only 
a very few theses have been modified. But 
there have been many improvements, 
transpositions and additions. The treatise 
on Catholic tradition has been almost en- 
tirely redone, and the literature on the sub- 
ject matter that has appeared since 1940 
has been added as far as practicable and 
possible. 

In a volume of 737 pages and a work of 
such a scientific nature as to require many 
different styles of typography we have 
noticed remarkably few misprints. In the 
matter treated there is found occasional 
obscurity, but the necessity of brevity 
makes that understandable. After all no 
textbook can teach itself. 

We think that Father Cotter has pro- 
duced a work that is very helpful not only 
to students but to priests in general. It is 
clear, sound, practical and interesting. 
The author proposes the most recent diffi- 
culties and objections, and answers them 
fairly and carefully, but concisely. When 
we speak of conciseness here, let it not be 
thought that this work is incomplete. It 
is rather a store house of great erudition, so 
well ordered that one is enabled to find 
what one seeks without too much delay. 

CHARLES J. CALLAN, O.P., S.T.M. 
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